Children’s Speech and Language Therapy
Colourful Semantics
The Colourful Semantics approach was created by Speech and Language Therapist Alison Bryan.
It uses colour coding to help children to develop their sentence building skills.
How does it work?
Colours are used to help children to identify the important elements in sentences, and learn
how to put these together in the correct order.
Children are gradually taught to associate different ‘types’ of words with particular colours, in a
step-by-step approach. The colour coded elements can then be used to build sentences which
range from simple combinations of two to three words, to longer and more complex sentences.
For example, the colour coded strip below shows the colours used for the elements:
• ‘Who?’ - also known as the ‘subject’, e.g. ‘the lady’ (orange)
• ‘What doing?’ – also known as the ‘verb’, e.g. ‘is drinking’ (yellow)
• ‘What?’ – also known as the ‘object’, e.g. ‘orange juice’ (green)
• ‘Where?’ – also known as the ‘location’, e.g. ‘in the kitchen (blue)
This prompt would be used with a child who was working on creating sentences such as “The
man is eating an ice cream in the park”
“The girl is drawing a picture at school”.
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Who can use Colourful Semantics?
Colourful Semantics can be used with children who have a wide range of Speech, Language and
Communication Needs, and require support to develop their sentence structures. Some of these
children may have a reduced vocabulary, or may make mistakes when organising words into
sentences.
How does Colourful Semantics help?
Using Colourful Semantics can help children to:
•

Learn new words

•

Produce longer sentences

•

Organise words into sentences more accurately

•

Answer questions more easily

•

Improve their story telling skills

Activities can be carried out individually or in small groups. The colour coding system can also be
used to support children’s written work in the classroom and at home.
How can we get started?
There are some published resources available, including the book “Colourful Semantics – A
Practical Resource” (produced by Stass Publications), and the Colourful Semantics iPad app
(produced by London Speech Therapy).

